
Tutorial 100–The Politics of Sport and the Sport of Politics
Course Syllabus

Fall 2011
Tu/Th (8:00–9:50)

Professor: Timothy Werner
Office: 308 Carnegie Hall
Email: wernert@grinnell.edu
Office Hours: Tu/Th 1-2, W 3-4, and by appointment

“. . . sport for sport’s sake is not a goal; rather it is the means to obtaining other goals.”

– Erich Honnecker, East German head of state, 1976–89

Description
Although our purposes are not as nefarious as the notorious Honnecker’s, in this tutorial, we will use
sport as a lens to explore a myriad of political, economic, and social questions, while also developing
your skills as new Grinnell College students. As noted in the tutorial description package, we will enter-
tain the proposition that sport is far from trivial or apolitical but instead is a vehicle that can be used to
understand politics in any society. Sport occupies an important place in most cultures, and many states
have ministries of sport, yet it is often dismissed by political scientists as not worthy of study. We will
challenge this notion through examinations of the political economy and sociology of sport.

We will begin at the macro-level, investigating how sport can reflect the fault lines in a state’s domes-
tic and international politics, as well as patterns of historical development. We will also explore how
sport reflects societal issues related to identity, including nationalism, race, ethnicity, and class. We will
then turn to the micro-level and will consider whether and how sport helps us to understand our own
identities, as athletes and fanatics, and everyday political concepts such as rules, competition, cheating,
corruption, and power. As we conclude the tutorial, the 2012 Republican Iowa Caucus campaign will be
in full swing, and we will use this opportunity to discuss how politics, especially electoral politics, is often
treated as sport and whether or not this is healthy for democracy.

In addition to exploring sport, we will use this tutorial to achieve multiple learning objectives. Chief
among these are improving your reading, writing, and discussion skills. Additionally, we will also dedi-
cate course time to improving your presentation skills and information literacy, as well as wellness.

Requirements and Assessment
You should purchase the following texts from the campus bookstore:

– Greenberg, Richard. 2004. Take Me Out. New York: Dramatist’s Play Service.
– Hornby, Nick. 1998. Fever Pitch. New York: Riverhead Books.
– Szymanski, Stefan, and Andrew Zimbalist. 2006. National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and

the Rest of the World Plays Soccer. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press.

Additional readings are assigned below that are available via e-reserve (ER) or Pioneer Web (PW). I ex-
pect readings to be done in advance of the assigned date to enhance our discussion and facilitate in-class
activities; further, you must bring the reading material with you to class on the day it is assigned.
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I will determine your final grade for the course based upon the following weights:

Project Percentage of Final Grade
Attendance and Participation 15
Discussion Leadership 10
Response Papers and Other Exercises (including peer reviews) 20
National Pastime Paper 15
Memoir Paper 15
Watson Proposal and Presentation 25

Attendance is required. Students who miss more than two class meetings without permission will re-
ceive zero out of 100 points for the participation portion of their grade; if you arrive more than ten min-
utes late to class, I will consider you as having been absent for the entire session. Please note that without
prior authorization or documented illness or emergency, I will not permit extensions on assignments.
Assignments not handed in by their deadline will be marked down ten percent immediately and an ad-
ditional ten percent for each additional 24 hour period they are late.

If you believe there is a computational problem with the grading of any of your assignments, you will
have three days from your receipt of the grade to make your specific concerns known to me. I will not
negotiate points on assignments. Grades will not be curved for individual assignments, but there may be
some upward adjustment of final grades if I believe the grade distribution is excessively low. You should
not assume such an adjustment will take place.

All of the work that you perform for this class should be your own. When you use other sources, you
must cite them properly. If you cheat or plagiarize on any work for this course, I will refer your case to
the Committee on Academic Standing, per the student handbook. If you are unsure how to cite a source
properly or what you are required to support with citations, do not fret! One of the goals of this course
is to familiarize you with the College’s policies. We will be working primarily with the American Politi-
cal Science Association Style Manual, which is available online at: www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/
DocAPSA.html. The University of Wisconsin–Madison’s Writing Center has an incredibly helpful website
that documents citation styles (e.g., MLA, APA) that you are likely to see in other classes. Additionally,
two helpful general writing reference texts are The Elements of Style and The Chicago Manual of Style. A
“light” version of the latter is available online.

I strongly urge all of you to take advantage of the College’s Academic Resource Centers for all of your
classes. These include the Data Analysis and Social Inquiry Lab, the Science Learning Center, Burling
Library, Math Lab, Reading Lab, and Writing Lab. You can find more information on all of them and aca-
demic advising at: www.grinnell.edu/academic/arc.

Finally, by the end of the second week of class, please let me know if you need any accommodations in
the curriculum, instruction, or assessments of this course to enable you to fully participate. Such an ac-
commodation would include the use of a computer for taking notes. I will maintain the confidentiality
of any information you share with me. Grinnell College makes reasonable accommodations for students
with documented disabilities. Students need to provide documentation to the Dean for Student Aca-
demic Support and Advising, Joyce Stern, who is located on the 3rd floor of the Rosenfield Center (x3702).

2



Tentative Schedule

August
Beginnings

25 Introduction to the Course
– Readings & Assignment: See handouts from Sunday’s class.

30 Critical Reading Exercise & Calendaring
– Reading: Halberstam, David. 1970. “Baseball and the National Mythology.” Harper’s

Magazine 256 (1444): 22–25. ER.
– Assignment: Critical Reading Exercise; additionally, bring all of your course syllabi, as

well as your schedules for all other major commitments (sports, activities, work, etc.)
to class.

September
The Political Economy and Organization of Sport

1 Developing Discussion Skills & the Argument of National Pastime
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Preface and Chp. 1.
– Assignment: Bring a one paragraph summary to class of what you believe the thesis

of National Pastime is; use the authors’ words in identifying the thesis.

6 The Origins of Baseball and Soccer & Introduction to the Library
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 2.
– Assignment: Using Snippets, Paraphrasing, and Quoting Exercise.
– Special Note: We will meet in the conference room in Burling Library, where we will

work with social studies reference librarian Julia Bauder.

8 Finding Sources & the Spread of Sport
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 3.
– Assignment: Formal Academic Honesty Exercise.

13 Wage Labor in Sport
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 4.
– Assignment: Group A will lead discussion; Groups C & D will write response papers.
– Special Note: Jennifer Jacobson, the College’s Wellness Coordinator, will be visiting

class today.

15 Capital and Sport
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 5.
– Assignment: Group C will lead discussion; Groups A & B will write response papers.

20 Broadcasting’s Effects on Sport
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 6.
– Assignment: Group B will lead discussion; Groups C & D will write response papers.
– Special Note: Two of my advisees will be visiting class today to discuss time manage-

ment and balancing the competing demands of being a Grinnell student.
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Dates
September

22 Achieving Competitive Balance in Sport
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 7.
– Assignment: Group D will lead discussion; Groups A & B will write response papers.

27 Cross-Sport Learning & Informational Literacy, ctd.
– Reading: Szymanski and Zimbalist, Chp. 8.
– Assignment: Compile and review your reading and discussion notes for National

Pastime; attempt to identify common themes across the chapters, as well as issues
you may have with the authors’ arguments.

– Special Note: We will again meet in the conference room in Burling Library, where we
will work with Julia Bauder to find and evaluate sources for your papers.

29 Thesis Workshop Day and Writing Center
– Reading: First Paper Prompt; “What Makes for a Good Thesis” handout.
– Assignment: Draft out a page or so of notes related to a possible thesis; also identify

specific research resources you may use.
– Special Note: We will work with our tutorial’s designated Writing Center instructor Judy

Hunter on developing theses for longer essays.

October
Athletes’ Identities

4 Outline Workshop & “Take Me Out”
– Reading: None; we will read and discuss “Take Me Out” in class.
– Assignment: Bring an outline of your paper that includes a clear thesis and topic

sentences to class for peer review.

6 Outline Revisions & “Take Me Out,” ctd.
– Reading: None; we will continue to read and discuss “Take Me Out” in class.
– Assignment: Bring a revised version of your paper outline to class, along with a draft

introductory paragraph, for peer review.

11 Completing “Take Me Out”
– Reading: None; we will complete our reading and discussion of “Take Me Out” in class.
– Assignment: Bring a full draft of your National Pastime paper to class for peer review.

13 Sports, Sexuality, and the Athlete’s Role in Politics
– Readings:

> Dreier, Peter. 2003. “Is Baseball Ready for a Gay Jackie Robinson?” In These Times,
August 15. PW.

> Zeigler, Cyd. 2011. “Michael Irvin: The Playmaker Preaches.” OUT Magazine, July.
PW.

> Branch, John. 2011. “Site Provides a Rare Forum for Gay Athletes.” New York Times
April 8: B10. PW.

– Assignment: Final draft of National Pastime paper is due; remember you must turn in.
both a hard copy and an electronic copy via PWeb.
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Dates
October

Athletes’ Identities, ctd.
25 Sex, Sport, and Public Policy: Title IX

– Reading: Suggs, Welch. 2005. A Place on the Team: The Triumph and Tragedy of Title IX.
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. Appendix H (PW) and Chp. 11 (ER).

– Assignment: None.

27 Sex, Sport, and Public Policy: Title IX, ctd.
– Reading: Suggs, Welch. 2005. A Place on the Team. Chp. 12. ER.
– Assignment: Title IX Policy Case Study Exercise (read it, but we will do it in-class).

November
The Fan’s Perspective

1 Sport and Identity Formation & Writing Center
– Reading: Hornby, Introduction and Part I: 1968–1975.
– Assignment: Read over the memoir writing assignment prompt; revised National

Pastime papers due; remember you must turn in both a hard copy and an electronic
copy via PWeb, as well as the graded copy of your first complete version.

– Special Note: We will work again with our Writing Center instructor Judy Hunter on
brainstorming and outlining for this writing assignment.

3 Sport and Adolescence
– Reading: Hornby, Part II: 1976–1986.
– Assignment: Academic Planning Exercise.

8 Sport and Adulthood
– Reading: Hornby, Part III: 1986–1992.
– Assignment: Looking to the Future Exercise.

10 The Downside of Fanaticism?
– Reading: Halberstam, David. 2002. “Sports can distract, but they don’t heal.” ESPN.com:

Page 2, September 10. PW.
– Assignment: Bring in a draft of your memoir paper for peer review.

15 Fever Pitch in Film
– Reading: None.
– Assignment: We will watch the British film adaptation of Fever Pitch (1997) in class.
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Dates
November

Our Final Project
17 The Watson Fellowship & Related Research Skills

– Reading: The Thomas J. Watson Fellowship website, www.watsonfellowship.org,
and three winning proposals from Grinnell Class of 2011. PW.

– Assignment: Final draft of your memoir paper is due; remember you must turn in both
a hard copy and an electronic copy via PWeb.

– Special Note: We will meet in the conference room in Burling Library, where we will
work again with Julia Bauder, as well as Doug Cutchins, who is the Director of
Social Commitment and assists those students applying for the Watson Fellowship
during their senior year.

The Sport in Politics
22 Campaigns and the Horserace & Preparing Presentations

– Reading: Iyengar, Shanto, Helmut Norpoth, and Kyu S. Hahn. 2004. “Consumer Demand
for Election News.” Journal of Politics 66 (1): 157–75. ER.

– Assignment: None.

24 THANKSGIVING

29 Partisan Polarization and Political “Teams”
– Layman, Geoffrey C., Thomas M. Carsey, and Juliana Menasce Horowitz. 2006. “Party

Polarization in American Politics: Characteristics, Causes, and Consequences.” Annual
Review of Political Science 9: 83–110. ER.

– Assignment: Revised Memoir papers due; remember you must turn in both a hard copy
and an electronic copy via PWeb, as well as the graded copy of your first complete
version.

December
1 - 6 Watson Proposal Presentations

8 End of Course Evaluations & Wrap-Up

9 Final draft of your Watson Proposal is due; turn in an electronic copy only via PWeb.

6


